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Prof. Em. Dr.-Ing. Dr.-Ing. E.h. mult. Franz Mayinger on His 85th Birthday

Professor Franz Mayinger is one of
the well-known names in the field of
thermodynamics, heat transfer, and
multiphase flow and well-respected
among his colleagues in the thermody-
namics, heat transfer, and multiphase
flow community all over the world. He
was born on Sept. 2, 1931, in Augsburg,
Germany. He received his Dipl.-Ing. and
Dr.-Ing. in 1955 and 1961, respectively,
from Lehrstuhl f€ur Thermodynamik (the
chair for Thermodynamics), Mechanical
Engineering Department at the Techni-

sche Universit€at M€unchen (the Munich Technical University),
M€unchen, Germany.

During 1956–1961, Professor Franz Mayinger started his pro-
fessional life as a research assistant at the “Lehrstuhl” (chair) and
Institute of Thermodynamics at the Technische Universit€at
M€unchen (the Munich Technical University), M€unchen, Ger-
many. After completing his Dr.-Ing. in 1961, Professor Franz
Mayinger joined MAN N€urnberg as a Chief Engineer and the
Research Department Head for Nuclear and Process Engineering
from 1962 to 1969. He started his academic life in the Institut f€ur
Verfahrenstechnik der Universit€at Hannover (Institute of Chemi-
cal Engineering, University of Hannover), Hannover, Germany, as
full professor and director in 1969. During 1973/1974 and 1979/
1980, Professor Franz Mayinger served as Dean of the Mechanical
Engineering Department at the Universit€at Hannover (University
of Hannover), Hannover, Germany. He then became a director for
the prestigious Chair of the Thermodynamics A at the Technische
Universit€at M€unchen (the Munich Technical University),
M€unchen, Germany, in 1981. Professor Franz Mayinger was a
deserving successor to this chair that had been held before by Carl
von Linde (June 11, 1842–Nov. 16, 1934), Moritz Schr€oter (Feb.
25, 1851–Mar. 12, 1925), Ernst Kraft Wilhelm Nusselt (Nov. 25,
1882–Sept. 1, 1957), Ernst Schmidt (Feb. 11, 1892–Jan. 22,
1975), and Ulrich Grigull (Mar. 12, 1912–Oct. 20, 2003). Profes-
sor Franz Mayinger initiated the first research in the multiphase
flow field. He continued the heat convection examination and
encouraged combustion research. In addition, he implemented
using of new optical measurement techniques like laser-induced
fluorescence and holographic interferometry in the institute. Fur-
thermore, he was involved in the Seventh International Heat
Transfer Conference (IHTC-7), at the Technische Universit€at
M€unchen (the Munich Technical University), M€unchen, Ger-
many, Sept. 6–10, 1982. IHTC-7 was organized under the author-
ity of the Assembly for International Heat Transfer Conferences
by DECHEMA Deutsche Gesellschaft f€ur chemisches Apparate-
wesen e.V., Frankfurt/Main, Germany, in cooperation with the
International Scientific Committee, the Deutsche Gesellschaft f€ur
Chemie-und Verfahrenstechnik (DGCV), and the German Scien-
tific and Executive Committees. Also, he was elected as the Dean
of the Mechanical Engineering Department at the Technische Uni-
versit€at M€unchen (the Munich Technical University), M€unchen,

Germany, during 1986/1987. Finally, he became an Emeritus Pro-
fessor of this chair in 1999. During 1995–1998, he was the found-
ing Dean of the Faculty for Applied Natural Sciences at the Bayr-
euth University, Bayreuth, Germany. From 1998 to 2009, he had
been the Chairman of the Board of this university. He served as
the member of Reactor Safety Commission at the Federal
Department of Environment (1971–1992) and the Chairman of
this Commissions in 1983/1984 and in 1990, Chairman of the
Commission of Accidents and Failures in Chemical Plants at the
Federal Department of Environment (1992–1996), member of
the Advisory Board of Science and Technology of the Govern-
ment of Bavaria (1993–1999), and member of the Senate of the
German Research Society (1977–1983). From 1991 to 1997, he
was a member of the Advisory Board for Science of the Federal
Government of Germany. Within the period of 1998–2002, he
was the Scientific Chairman of the Bavarian Elite Academy. He
has been frequently invited as a lecturer and speaker by different
institutions in the Europe, U.S., China, Japan, and other
countries.

Professor Franz Mayinger has published over 350 scientific
papers as well as several books, on thermodynamics, heat and
mass transfer, multiphase flow, power engineering, optical mea-
surement techniques, and reactor safety, such as Refs. [1–9]. He
was a former editor of W€arme- und Stoff€ubertragung (Heat and
Mass Transfer) Journal.

Professor Franz Mayinger is the recipient of several interna-
tional awards like Max Jakob Award of the American Society of
Mechanical Engineers (ASME) and American Institute of Chemi-
cal Engineering (AIChE) in 1991. He received an Honorary Doc-
torate from the University of Hannover in 1994 and the University
of Bayreuth in 2006, Medallion “Bene Meritus” of the Bavarian
Minister for Science and Art in 1995, Bavarian Supreme Medal of
Merits in 1995, Bavarian Medal for Environmental Research in
1996, Bavarian Medal for Environmental Research in 1998, and
Ernest Solvay Award in 2000, Bayerischer Maximiliansorden f€ur
Wissenschaft und Kunst (Bavarian Maximilian Order for Science
and Art), the highest award of Bavaria for scientific work in 2001,
and Emeritus of Excellence of Technische Universit€at M€unchen
(the Munich Technical University) in 2005.

Professor Franz Mayinger has served in several scientific soci-
eties as the member of the Bavarian Academy of Sciences, Ger-
man Academy of Technical Sciences, German Supreme Scientific
Board, and the Bavarian Leadership Academy president.

On the occasion of his 85th birthday, on behalf of his students,
colleagues, and friends all over the world, we wish him a very
happy birthday and a continuous active life in good health and
happiness with his wife Frau Franziska Mayinger, children
Thomas, Brigitte, and Wolfgang as well as grandchildren!
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