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| should certainly not have undertaken these tedious
calculations if an extraordinary interest had not been
connected with them. In the Physical Society of
Stockholm there have been occasionally very lively
discussions on the probable causes of the Ice Age; and
these discussions have, in my opinion, led to the
conclusion that there exists as yet no satisfactory
hypothesis that could explain how the climatic
conditions for an ice age could be realized in so short a
time as that which has elapsed from the days of the
glacial epoch.

l. Introduction : Observations of Langley on
Atmospherical Absorption.

ll. The Total Absorption by Atmospheres of
Varying Composition.

lll. Thermal Equilibrium on the Surface and in

the Atmosphere of the Earth.

IV. Calculation of the Variation of
Temperature that would ensure in
consequence of a given Variation of the
Carbonic Acid in the Air.

5. Geological Consequences.
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Table VII. — Variation of Temperature caused
by a given Variation of Carbonic Acid.
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